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Our son-in-law, Rabbi Avi Goldberg, was a perfect example of
what one would want a son-in-law to be. He touched many
circles of people in his life. He and Rachel welcomed to their
home hundreds and hundreds of visitors to Israel who wanted
to meet an Israeli family and see what an Israeli Shabbat meal is
like. And Avi was a perfect example of a warm, welcoming head
of household who showed them how beautiful a Shabbat home
could be.

He was a devoted teacher of hundreds and hundreds of high
school students, who knew that he loved them and cared not
only about how much Gemara and TaNaCh they could recite,
but was also the most perfect example of a true mentor and
guide who cared how they would develop and grow in their
personal lives.

He was a committed member of our Kehila and was appreciated
by hundreds and hundreds who learned from his talks on Friday
nights and were inspired by his being 1'v n'7w especially
on the High Holy Days. And he thus was a perfect example of
someone who sincerely and profoundly loved Torah, God and
his people Israel.

He must also have been the perfect example of a wiv 1),
a chaplain in the Israel Defense forces. He spent countless
hours counseling the soldiers in his battalion and caring for
their religious needs during the more than two hundred days
of miluim [reserve duty] they did this year. | saw a video of him
speaking to the battalion a few weeks ago, as they were about
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don't remember exactly how many days of miluim [emergency
reserve duty] he did this last year — as | said, more than two
hundred, I'm sure — but when home he could pick up just where
he left off. I'll never forget one of the last times | heard him
speak. It was a rare occasion that both he and Yehuda were
home together from the army. The two of them, father and son,
walked into shul, dressed nicely in Shabbat clothes, each with
an M-16 slung over his shoulder, and they sat down together.
And when the time came for someone to give a talk, it was Avi
who -- although home from the front for only a day or two — it
was Avi who had prepared a drasha and got up to speak. That
moment tells much about who Avi was. Soldier, scholar, father.
Always willing, whenever called.

As | said, Avi had thousands who admired and loved him.
Thousands! Avi had a wonderful, beautiful wife who loved him
as few women have ever loved a man. He had eight children
who looked up to him, loved him, and depended on him. And Avi
loved his family, and Avi loved his family ! with all his immense
heart.

Yesterday, he was called to sacrifice all that, in order to
defend Israel. | have no doubt that he made that sacrifice with
excruciating, indescribable, unimaginable, longing and anguish.

And | have no doubt that he made that sacrifice proudly.
May all those many circles of people whose lives Avi Goldberg
touched, now become circles of support for Rachel, for Yehuda,
Shira, Talia, Hadas, Elyashiv, Hillel, Reut, and Naveh, who will so,
so sorely miss him.
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to cross into Lebanon. Now-soldiers again, they are husbands
and fathers who were called away from their families to risk
their lives in defense of our country. They stood silently in an
open field as Avi called out words of encouragement. He had
no dais, no microphone. Just heartfelt thoughts and a raised
voice. He was inspirational.

Avi had been a combat soldier during his compulsory service
decades ago, and he knew to appreciate the magnitude of his
mission. In what tragically has turned out to be a kind of farewell
message to his wife and children, he described the immense
stockpiles of Hezbollah weapons and ammunition primed for
an invasion of the Galil, that his battalion discovered stored in
supposedly “innocent” civilian residences on the Lebanese side
of the border. He knew there were terrorists still hiding in some
of those houses, and he knew there could be casualties among
his comrades. As chaplain, it would be his duty to maintain the
dignity and sanctity of the bodies of those who might fall. Now,
someone else has had to do exactly that, for his.

He was a source of joy for his extended family, and was a
perfect example of a committed son and brother who would
bring music and happiness to them all, and — if necessary — be
a tower of strength in hard times.

And, of course, he brought all of that: warmth, dedication,
wisdom, love of God, music and strength, and multiplied it a
thousand times and showered it on Rachel and their children.
He was the perfect example of a Jewish husband and father.

He was exemplary in how he functioned in those many different
circles on a regular basis, yet he never seemed spread thin. He
could summon the strength to do it all and was still ready to
take on more whenever asked. | never saw him look tired. |
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at the Klezmer Festival in Tzfat. Together with your wife Rachel,
herself a gifted musician, and some of your children, you held
many Jewish musical evenings in your home.

Throughout the years, originally, in Golani, and especially for
the last 9.5 years, when you were no longer required to serve
because you already had six children, you were devoted to the
army and to Eretz Israel. You once said to me, "A person who has
nothing to die for, also has nothing to live for." Ultimately, you
died for the country you loved so much. Yesterday, on Shabbat,
you were hit when you were helping wounded soldiers in the
field.

You exemplified in so many ways, more than any other person
| have ever come across, what a true mensch should be, and,
together with Rachel, you raised all your children to be the same
way. You influenced so many people in so many diverse ways,
and you were extremely kind and tolerant.

I, together with Shalom, Rachel, and your eight wonderful
children, Yehuda (who is serving in the Nativ army unit), Shira
(who is in Sherut Leumi in Eilat), Talia (who is in the Shelef
program in Sderot), Hadas, Elyashiv (who was bar-mitzvah earlier
this year), Hillel, Reut and Naveh (all of four years old), and your
only sibling Eliezer will miss you forever. As for everyone else,
the world is a poorer place without you.

112791 7P
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My Dear, Dear Avi,

I really cannot believe that | am here and that | will never see
your widely smiling face again. You were the most wonderful
son, brother, grandson, husband, son-in-law and father that
anyone could ever imagine. | could speak to you in a way that |
cannot speak to anyone else. | should apologize to you because
| did not succeed in giving you the kind of family and home that
| very much wanted you to have.

You also excelled in so many other ways. You were the only
grandchild who carried on the rabbinic tradition in our family
going back to the Panim Meirot. You had three smichot as a
rabbi — the last as a Rav Tzvai two summers ago, where you
were the oldest in group, but were the one who finished with
an ot hitztayanut. You had two-and-a-half academic degrees.
You were an excellent teacher and the Rav of Himmelfarb
School, and you deeply loved your profession, and volunteered
in many other ways there. You spent three years on shlichut in
Memphis, Tennessee, and kept in contact with the community
there. You were a volunteer Tzohar rabbi and performed many
weddings, among other things. You were also the deputy rabbi
in the BeOrach Community, where your brother-in-law is the
main rabbi. For about two decades, you went on Yom Kippur
to organize services at Kibbutz Ginnosar, which is chiloni,
and everyone loved you there; and this year, when you were
serving in the army and not even allowed to fast, you sent your
three oldest children to take your place there. You were an
accomplished musician. At about the age of 11, you were given
an award as the best young klezmer musician by Giora Feidman
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do so with much greater faith and feeling than | have ever had.

The only really good thing | did in my life was to have two
sons, Eli and you, my tikkun, so to speak. Now, | ask myself, in
the autumn of my life, what | can possibly do to justify having
had a son like you. When | used to express my frustration at
not having achieved very much, you would say to me, "Just put
a smile on someone else’s face, and that is enough." Of course,
you succeeded in doing that over and over again, and in so
many different circumstances and settings. This brings me to
another of your outstanding qualities: your absolute modesty
and lack of any desire for recognition for anything you did

As our beloved Israel continues to struggle for its very survival
in so many ways in this long and difficult war, | question how and
when this country will become worthy of the great sacrifice you
made. Will there ever be real peace and harmony, both within
our country, and between Israel and its many enemies? Will the
world ever become the better and kinder place you worked so
hard to create and dreamt of all your life?

Whenever my late mother's cleaner would leave our house,
she would say in a broad Irish accent, “I love you and leave you."
But, | say to you today, ‘I love you but can never leave you." Your
deep goodness and your exemplary behaviour as a son, brother,
grandson, husband, son-in-law, father, and friend; and also as
a teacher, rabbi, shaliach, musician, soldier, and, above all, as a
real mensch, deserve to be remembered forever. May you rest
in peace.

112791 7P
anNm

My Dear, Dear Avi,

Today is the shloshim of your passing, and | still cannot
really believe that you are not with us here. Today, for me, the
traditional Jewish mourning period of a mother for her child is
over, but | cannot imagine that | will not mourn for you and miss
you for as long as | live.

When | see your WhatsApp icon, | want to write to you, as | did
on most of the 250 days you voluntarily served in the army since
the horrific October 7th pogrom. During the shiva, a soldier told
me that you were pleased when he delivered the last message
| ever sent to you. It was typed on a special computer link, and
included two photos of your children in my sukkah. Of course,
| have no record of that message.

When | walk down the streets of this inspiring city, Jerusalem,
where you were born, raised and lived for most of your 43 years,
tears come to my eyes because | know that you cannot engage
in such pleasures any more. When | go to the “store,” as you
used to call it (Rami Levy in Kanion Achim Yisrael), where you
introduced me to late-night shopping during Corona time, |
miss you terribly. We would either meet inside or afterwards,
sometimes, at what | came to call "Avi-time,” but those meetings
were always worth waiting for. When | see your wonderful family,
| am greatly saddened that you cannot enjoy being with them
now. When | get back to listening to music, | will feel sorry that
you can no longer play your clarinet to give people who need
it a brief respite from their difficult lives. When | spend time
praying in synagogue or alone, | regret that you can no longer
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Shortly | can say that | agree with many of the points you
both raised, but more than all I'm so happy to have friends that
discuss such discussions!
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Unfortunately..They are creating an ideology which is far
from true Judaism, building an independent loop which might
ultimately detach entirely from the rest of Am Israel, as the
importance of the nation as a whole becomes clearer and more
practical. Only a fool can learn Torah, Sefer Dvarim or any other
part, and ignore the need of a national system, including a

machane kodesh of war and not of williamsburg.
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